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Foreword of Publication
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The Chinese nation possesses a long history and its magnificent achieve-
ment in the military domain has exercised the huge influence in the world.
The achievement made in ancient China in the fields of military theory and
weapon manufacture is not only an integral part of Chinese civilization, but
also a precious cultural heritage. Therefore. it is the responsibility of each
historical researcher to publicize our country’s great achievements obtained
in the military domain, to develop the Chinese people’s the patriotism and to
strengthen their sense of pride. This book is a brave try attempt in this regard.
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Weapon manufacture achievement made in ancient China is the crystalli-
zation of our ancestor’s wisdom and the result of the development of science
and technology. In terms of the advanced technology in weapon manufacture,
China led other countries by many years. On the other hand, as an open-
minded and industrious nation, China has absorbed the achievements created
by other nations. To learn from other nations helps improve the technology of
weapon manufacture in China. It is obvious that China’s first application of
gunpowder and compass for the military purposes was a great contribution to
the world science. Her use of gunpowder and compass highlighted the his-
tory of firearms and the history of military technology. These achievements

have been highly praised by military researchers of strong approval in many
countries. Sun Zi Bingfa, ( Sun Zi's Militarism ), a representative of Chinese
ancient militarism works, has produced a far-reaching influence in many
countries. It has been not only translated into many languages, but also ap-
proved as the text books in many military colleges and universities, and a
must reader for the military officers in many countries.
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It is because of this that the study of ancient weapons and war-art books has
been the focus of research in the academic circles. This study yielded fruitful
results. Unfortunately, the researchers have not tried their best to make their
findings accessible to the common readers. An Illustrated History of Weapons
and War-Art Books in Ancient China is a good book for common readers. This
book systematically introduces the weapons and military science in ancient
China. With vivid words, fine pictures, and perfect printing, the book provides
the readers with a direct-viewing knowledge. In the new era when the readers
prefer to illustrated publications. this book may help spread historical knowledge,
assist readers in appreciating the technology of weapon manufacture in ancient
times, and become a valuable collection.
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