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Synopsis of China’s Coastal Society
and Emigration Overseas in Ming and Qing

(Overseas emigration is an important aspect of China’s ex-
pansion overseas. In Ming and Qing Dynasties, the emigration
boom and the emergence of China’s maritime social economy co-
incided with the historical course of the encounter between East
and West, This exerted a two-{old influence on the historical de-
velopment of China and the world.

Taking the viewpoint of China’s maritime socio-ecenomic
history and placing overseas emigration in Ming and Qing in the
context of China’s maritime economic sphere, this book chiefly
addresses 1tself to the emigrants’ role in the economic and social
interaction between China’s coastal society and countries and re-
gions beyond the seas. After an analysis of the basic tendency of
the maritime socio-economic development and the formation and
growth of overseas emigrant society ,the book goes on to observe
at three levels (economic. social and cultural ) what significance
the emigrants’ overseas enterprise and their ultimate return to
China had in cultural interaction and dissemination. It further
points out that oversea cmigrants are not only principal carriers
taking Chma’s traditional material and spiritual civilization to
the world but also a key agents in bringing in outside civilization
across the seas. Their important secondary role in China’s mar-
ititne economy and in the socio-economic changes in China’ s
coastal provinces is also given special [ocus.

Ta broaden the horizons of Chinese historical research to

.1.



embrace the seas and countries beyond in order to link up with
world history has great academic significance in constructing a
new framework for an extensive history of China. How is China,
now on the threshold of the 21st century.to orientate herself to
the seas and the world? This requires profound cognition of her
experiences in the light of history. It is hoped that this book will

provide some lessons from history for reference and inspiration.



A Brief Introduction of the Authors

Yang Guozhen, Director of Institute of Historical Research, Xia-
men University,and Chief Editor of the Journal of Chinese Social
and Economic History. He, born in Longyan, Fujian (March,
1940), graduated from the History Department of Xiamen Uni-
verstty (1961) ,now is a Professor and Supervisor to doctor candi-
dates{since 1986) ,awarded for his long-time research in Chinese
history and Chinese socio-economic history ; “Excellent expert in
Fujian”,“One of the middle-aged and young experts of outstand-
ing achievement 1n the country”. He ever Visited and did research
in Kyoto University, Japan (1985) ; Stanford 0. S. A (1985—86);
Oxford,U. K. (1994) His works include Biography of Lin Zez-
w, Biography of Tan Ka Kee(with others).

Letters of Lin Zexu,Fujian Society and Rural Economy in Ming
and Qing (chief editor). Tan Ka kee,Studies on Title Deeds Jor
Land in Ming and Qing . A Treatise on Lin Zezu,Collected Con-
tractual Documents in Southern Fujian,Castles in Fujian in Ming
and Qing (with others), A New History of the Ming Dvnasty
(with others) ,Studies on Li Guangdi{Chief Editor).

Zheng Fuhang .born in Jinhua,Zhejiang(March,1965),graduated
from the History Department, Xiamen University (1987 ), with
Master degree and Ph. D, conferred by the Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies,Xiamen University (1990),is now working at the
Research School of Southeast Asian Studies, Xiamen University;

he has visited and done reseach in Leiden University, Holland
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