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Abstract

This research focuses on inquiring into the condiction of women’s property right
of the Ming Dynasty, discussing from three levels as the source, management, and the
guarantee of the property. From the standpoint of the law and comparing with actual
condition, we aim to understand the true feature of the economic positions at the
family and the society of the women in the Ming Dynasty.

The economy is more flourishing after the middle phase of Ming Dynasty. This
booming development makes women enter the production sphere. The result not only
promotes women’s economic status, but also brings tremendous changes of lifestyle.
Instead of being confind in the family circle, women can enter the business world and
amass great fortune. Wealth also upgrades the standard of living. With the opening of
society, some women can receive more diverse education. Thus, women with literary
gifts play a part. To sum up, women’s economic status has promoted and is not low as
we imagine.

Keywords : The Ming Dynsaty women, the property rights, the women status, the
ecomomic status, the Ming Dynasty law, the right of inheritance, the Ming Dynasty
judicial decision
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