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HSI WHNG-MU (King’'s Mother of the West)

Hsi Wang--mu is an ancient {airy princess, Her maiden surname 1s Yang
(4% ) and her name is Hui (@), alias Waua chin (%4#) She is sud to dwell
on the bezeh of Swift Sandf(7& 7)) in the Western Frontier(& s ), 1 to have
troops of fairies and genii under her command,

Once Emperor Hsie Hou-i( B/ ), of Hsia Dynasty (2205-1766 B.C. ).
who was afamous archer, asked for elixir of immortality fromHsiWang-mu,
but Ch.ang E 45 4%, a beautifullady, <tole the elixir and fied wtth it to the
mouon where she was changed into a frog,

Later Fmperor Chna mu wang Fl ¢ £;0of Chou Dynasty 1122 255 B.C.
was very mach interested in fairies; He paid call on Wang. mu at Yao Ch,iu
%3k, apool in fairyland in the country of Hsi Wang mu,

Wang, mu is well, known in planting P,ang Tao¥sti.flay peaahes, that
bear fruits once every 3000 years» It is said that she bestoped four pieces
ang Tao en Emperor Han Wu-ti X & of he Han Dynasty306 B, C. 200
A: D: Its taste was so sweet and deliciots that Tuog Fang-shuo: £ HM a
minister of Wuti stoie and ate the peaches, Subes quently when the Easteru
Frontier Tribles presented dwarf towu ti. the dwarf upen meeting [eng
<hno told the Empeor that Tung was a bad egg having bed three times stenol
wang mus peache
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LLAO SHOU !ISING The Star of Longeyity.

There are two stories in connection with J.,10 Shou Hsing. The first 4 )
FALR HBELTS~H+E Feng Kan Wang Pen Shih Cht Feng Shan Snu
Number 6 foho 15states that the old gentlemen with white beard and gnsrled
staff represents the South Pole Old man Ster,When people are able to get a
vision of this star tee whole world is at peace Temples have been built to this
stasS in order to secnre long life and prosperity
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The same article about Lao Shou Hsing says tiat when the two signs of
the Zodac # Chiao and 7 k.ang rerch thr position of /& Ch en in their
celestial journey (which is usually during the 2rd moon or in Aprile thev are
called & 2 Shou Hsing, or The Star of Longevity, The reason for this 1d
that these Signs how up during the 3rd Moon (or usuallv April) when the
Sprinc air brings forth renewed aetivity ameug all kinds of life,  As the
Spring an 2dvances all living caeatures and plants grow in crder y se(uence
and nothing is harmed. These facts show that altho, life has been bormant
in some ways ouring the long wintes months, in fact life is never extiuguished,
Teere fore. The star of Longevitv is repre sented as an old man With White
beard cirrying a gnarled stafi He bas a smile on his face as he is ever able to
tell the world tlat life ¢oes on and on for eternify,

Note. The (%) Chiao Sign of the Zodiac appears in the heavens at the
time of the 8 Coize Ming Puare Brightness Festival. which asua]y occurs
about THE ETH or 6TH of April, at 12,24 midnig bf,

THF # Kang sign of THE Zopiac may be seen at 12,16 miﬂﬂ‘;{%’bt during
THE #& Ku Yu Grain Rain Festival, wnich nsually oceurs on or about the
20tbot 21st of April,
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HAN HSIANG TZU was entrusted to his uncle to be educated and
prepared for public examinations, His uncle was a strennous opponent of all
torms of magic. contrary to The wishcS of his uncle, The yuth did nots tudy
for The public examinati ons but instead became a convert of Lu Tung pin

He wished to be able to produce good Wine without The use of any grain and
also to be able to cause fiowers to bloom instantaneously, When The uncle
expressed doubt as to his being abla to defy the laws of nature, Han Hsiang
put & litt[e earth under a basin and upon liftng it disclesed two fio wer son
the leaves of which were written in gold charactersa poem, two lines of
seven e¢haracters each The characteristic of Han Hsiang isa gourd shaped

basket ful of The peaches of immortality and held in The two hands, Some-

times he is also represented holding a bcquet of flowers,
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1.1 TIEN-KUAT was originally a man of g¢ood stature and fine appeat-
ance From eariy youth dhe evoted himself to an ascetic hfe living 1n the
mountains for more than forty years, He sat on a reed mat and of ten
forgat to ent of sleep Being of the same surname, Li, as [,Lao Tzu, he besought
the Great Master te descent to the eerth to teach him the mysteries of life,
From time to time Lao Tzu appeared to Li and taught him the vanity of all
earthiy thipgs., Sometimes Lao Tzu aiso summoned Li to intervieWs in his
heavenly abode,’lt was when Li was on one of thcre trips with Lao Tzu to the
countries of Hai-yu ahat he left his maferial body in charge of of his disciPle,
Lang Ling wifeh instructions to crembte it if he dld noet Teturn within seven
days, On the sjxth day the disciple was calle home to vislt his sick mother
and decided tocremate LI, s perishable body, According to his original plan
Li returned on the seventh day from his celestial journey, only to find that
hishody hsd been cremated and that he had no abode. On looking aronnd
he found the bodv of a lame beggar who had just died, and Li (ook tnis for
his own double or astral body, He procured an iron staff ( tieb kuai ) to
auppert the defoimed body which he ead adopted ashis own and from this
pbtaine i the name ef Li T,ieh-kuai, Fe ia accredited with many be evolent
deeds, such as bringing to life the bodv of the mother of the disciple who
cremated his original body. In the from of an old men pe sold drugs iu the
uarket place which conl eure any kind of disease’ and vhile there he hung a
gou «¢on the wall of the house, [nto this geurd he refired at night, going out
the following day to attend to his sales. He preterred to associate with the
pocr and needy thes accuiring a reputation for benevolence, The character-
isiic of this Immortal is th . all shaped boay of a beggdar, who carries antiron

st off in his hand and a gou don bisbcek,
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